
In World War 2 many people had to leave their 

homes.  

Children from London and other cities were 

evacuated to Dorset villages in order to keep 

them safe from air raids, leaving their families 

behind to stay with strangers. 

The villagers of Tyneham all had to leave their home after it was taken over by the military. 
They were promised that they would be able to return after the war, but they never did.  

Below is an extract from the WI War Book written by Tyneham-cum-Steeple WI describing how 
the military asked them to leave their homes and everything had to be packed up in a hurry. 

Draw or write in the suitcase 
the items that you would pack if 
you had to leave your home...  

The Second World War 

in Dorset 

Picture from the Verwood entry in the WI War Book.  
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G S D H E I L S N M 

A K A W V J B F G R 

R H H R A L Z F C A 

D P O I C X L B Q T 

E S M M U C E L U I 

N A E P E H R A P O 

I T G L E F T C L N 

N I U O M L R K D I 

G F A H D I G O Y N 

W L R M J E R U N G 

G I D U M B T T P T 

J A M F I S A C E U 

L R K N I T T I N G 

Can you find the following 

words in the word search: 

• Blackout 

• Dig 

• Evacuee 

• Fruit 

• Gardening 

• Homefront 

• Home guard 

• Jam 

• Knitting 

• Rationing 

During the war people in Britain 

worked hard growing vegetables and 

making jam. If you were making jam 

what fruit or vegetables would you 

use? 

 

_________________________________ 

Nobody has lived in 
Tyneham for almost 70 
years!  

 

On the picture, add 

plants growing up the 
side of the building and 
holes in the roof in this 
picture of a cottage in 
Tyneham to show how it 
would look today. 


